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     State Film Commissioner Paul Sirmons, Tampa Bay Film Commissioner 
Krists Soroka and St. Pete/Clearwater Film Commissioner Jennifer Parramore 
and her associate Guy Balson will be the June 20 speakers at our General 
Meeting at the LaQuinta Inn. 
     Sirmons is expected to discuss the newly passed tax incentive plan for the 
Florida film industry. He announced at the June 7 Film Florida meeting in 
Tampa that he plans to resign his current position  in September to return to 
film making. He stays on until then to help explain the new rules to potential 
movie makers. 
    Both Soroka and Parramore will discuss what is happening on the local 
scene. 
    Advance DVD orders will be taken at the meeting for Short Takes’ latest 
project, The Rodman Dam Murders. DVDs are $10 each, and party tickets are 
$5.  Site and date for the Premiere of the movie will be revealed later, but it’s 
expected to be held sometime in late July. Orders can also be made on 
www.fmptatampa.org 
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   Crystal Reel entries are beginning to arrive, according to entries chair Dale 
Johnson who says he expects a record turnout this year. 
   Judges for the competition will come from out of state and out of the local area, 
he added. 
   Entry forms are available now on the FMPTA official website, www.fmpta.org. 
They will also be available at the June 20 general meeting. Competition Is open 
to anyone who produced or participated in Florida projects from January 1 2006 
to April 15, 2007. Members receive a special entry rate of $25, non members rate 
is $40 and students, $20.  
   All place winners will be notified after the judging is completed. They will 
receive their awards on September 22, 2007  at the Ramada Plantation Hotel, 
2011 N. Wheeler St. at Exit 21 off I-4.  
   Send entries and fee to: Dale Johnson, 392 Lakeview Terrace, Palm Harbor, FL 
34683. 
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Greetings all. Our next chapter meeting will be Wednesday, June 20, at our regular meeting location 
(LaQuinta Inn on Ulmerton Drive, behind the Bob Evans Restaurant, the 3rd traffic signal west of I-
275) at 7:30 p.m.. Many arrive about 7:00 for networking and socializing. 

Our program for the evening will be presented by Paul Sirmons, the Florida state film commissioner. 
Paul will present an overview of the new incentive program which was recently passed by the state 
legislature. Also, Krista Soroka, Hillsborough film commissioner, and Jennifer Parramore, Pinellas 
film commissioner, are expected to be in attendance. There will be time for plenty of discussion and 
questions from the audience. You really want to hear the exciting information Paul will present. 

As many of you know, our chapter will be hosting the 2007 State Crystal Reel Awards in September. 
We need to begin getting teams and committees organized for this event. We have always done it well 
when our chapter hosted the event and we want to continue the tradition. 

The shooting of the latest “Short Takes” project, “The Rodman Dam Murders,” has been completed. 
It is in the final stages of editing at this time. We are actually learning and getting better at this. If you 
participated in the project, we hope you will make every effort to attend the June meeting. We are 
going to show the final credits for review and correction. If there are any errors (Is your name spelled 
correctly?), this is the time to catch them (Speak now or forever hold your peace.). 

We are planning to have a premiere party about the last week of July. As in the past, DVD copies of 
the movie will be $10.00. The cost for admission to the party/premiere will be $5.00. Orders for DVD’s 
must be prepaid and they will be available at the premiere/party. We will have order forms available 
at both the June and July meeting. Just to repeat for the sake of emphasis, DVD’S MUST BE PRE-
ORDERED AND PREPAID if you wish to have one available at the premiere/party. You will still be 
able to order a copy after that time. We will do a second run of copies but we will not run a lot of extra 
copies which have not been prepaid. We can’t afford to have a bunch of unsold copies left over. Like I 
said earlier, we are learning from our mistakes. 

 

Come and join us on the 20th. First time guests attend free. On the second visit and beyond, non-
members are charged $10 to attend. Hope to see you. 

  

John Matheny 

President, Tampa Bay Area Chapter 

 

June President’s Letter 
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2007 OFFICERS 
AND BOARD 

 
President 

John Matheny...813-685-4060 
Exec. Vice President 

Ralph Heath ...727-445-8810 
Vice President 

Jerry Alan ...813-264-4277 
Recording Secretary 

Leora Caldwell 813-264-4277 
Corresponding Secretary 

Miriam Goodspeed ...727-787-1464 
Treasurer 

Will Hagans ...727-772-8421 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chris Battle...813-996-1369 
Dale Johnson...727-787-1464 
Barb Terry...727-596-7056 
Ed Walker...813-237-2195 
Ted  Wheeler...813-837-3194 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Membership 

Marilyn Waltz...727-528-2731 
Chapter Photographer 

Bill Dollinger...727-452-5417 
Short Takes 

John Matheny...813-685-4060 
Newsletter 

Miriam Goodspeed...727-7887-1464 
Publicity 

Chris Battle...813-996-1369 
 

STATE BOARD 
2007 

STATE PRESIDENT 
Carole Ferrill 

cferrill@cfl.rr.com 
 

EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT 
Miriam Goodspeed 
keespeed@aolcom 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Nick Serenati.  
RFJFILMS@aol.com 

 
SECRETARY 
Carolyn Cobb 

Carolyn.selectmedia@gmail.com 
 

TREASURER 
Leora Caldwell 

leorac@care2.com 
 

 

 
   The Tampa Bay Area  Chapter developed its own website several months 
ago, www.fmptatampa.org, and the State Board formalized its newly re-
established website at the June 9 meeting . Its address remains 
www.fmpta.org, but it has a new host and webmaster. 
   Steve Potter of Cocoa has been retained to act as webmaster of both sites. 
He is very enthused about the new host  because, he says, “it offers tools 
we’ve never had before” in designing a website. 
   Both the Tampa  Bay  Area and the Jacksonville Chapters websites will be 
linked to the new State site. Such local items as this newsletter and other data 
will be available on the local site, and state-wide data such as the Crystal Reel 
entry form will be found on the state site. 
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     Screenwriters and actors are invited to attend the next meeting of the 
Florida Screenwriters and Actors Connection Thursday, June 21 at 1 p.m. at 
the Panera Bread café at the Bardmoor Shopping Center. 
   Whether you are just “thinking” of writing a script, have it half way written 
or are in the final polish, this is the place for you. 
   Two of the current group members, Barbara Harrington and Miriam 
Goodspeed  had short scripts chosen for our chapter’s Short Takes Project, 
and a hunt will begin soon for the next  script. Both writers agree that it was 
a thrill to see their work produced and up on a movie screen.  
   Actors get a chance to polish their cold reading techniques by reading from 
the various scripts to be read at the meeting. 
   Along with script readings and critiques, the group plans to start working 
on the best ways to pitch their scripts when they get their big chance in front 
of a producer.�
   “We welcome anyone interested in writing screenplays and/or acting who 
wishes to participate,” said group leader  Harrington. “Admission is free.” 
   The group meets from 1  to 4 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of each 
month at the restaurant. The Bardmoor Shopping Center is located at 10810 
Starkey Road at the corner of Bryan Dairy Road in Pinellas County. Come 
earlier to chat and eat. 
   For further information, call Barbara Harrington, at 727-572-6345 
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     Whether or not to order FMPTA t-shirts will be discussed at the June meeting. 
The subject was discussed at the June Board Meeting and it was decided to 
check to see how many would be interested in purchasing them. 
   Tentative cost would be $12 for plain shirts and $14 for shirts with 
pockets. The shirts could be ordered as early as the July meeting. 
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Hi everyone. 

Good news! The first meeting of the ‘Revitalized Orlando Chapter’ took place on May 21st at the fabulous 
Full Sail Film School. Jim Greene, a Space Coast FMPTA member, stuntman, actor and alligator wrangler 
cordially agreed to be the enthralling speaker for the evening.  

The group of approximately 60 participants included both members and non-members. They watched in 
awe as Greene demonstrated how to handle a gator and a snake. His interesting lecture evoked the audience 
to sit on the edge of their seats, answering numerous questions, and enlightening them about animals in 
general as well as about animals on set.  

Following the exhilarating meeting, many of us were treated to a walk through the new Full Sail back lot 
built by the students. The looks ranged from New York City, to New Orleans, to Miami and much more. 
We felt like we were on a fabulous Hollywood back lot. A great time was had by all. And, Mike (Spoon) 
Wotherspoon graciously agreed to provide us with another meeting room for the next meeting on Monday, 
June 18th. The speaker will be announced promptly. 

The State Executive board meeting was held on June 9th at the Merritt Island Library. More on this next 
month. 

Excitement mounts as the Crystal Reel Awards move forward with great anticipation. Entries have already 
been received. Don’t forget the deadline for entries is June 30th. The awards will be presented on Saturday, 
September 22nd at the Ramada Plantation Hotel in Plant City just off I-4. The theme this year is "Classic 
Movies".  

Guests are requested to dress in costumes or to dress in evening attire. I know of one costume that will be 
showing up and hope others of you will join in the fun of dressing like a character from your favorite 
movie. 

Room rates are $69.00 for a double room and $129.00 for a suite. There will be a 600 item silent auction 
and a large display from the Tampa Bay Museum of Motion Picture History. This must-attend event holds 
some great surprises. Buy your tickets prior to Aug 15th to save, save, save. Check out the web site for 
additional details or contact me at cferrill@cfl.rr.com 

At all next chapter meetings throughout the state, information regarding the new state incentive bill will be 
provided to the chapter presidents prior to the meetings. 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Memorial Day weekend. My home was filled with family and friends and 
it was great. 
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To receive a mailed copy of “The Slate.”,  contact Editor 
Miriam Goodspeed  Phone: 727-787-1464  
Fax: 727-787-2574  Email: keespeed@aol.com 
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